As superintendent of Virginia Tech’s Shenandoah Valley
Agricultural Research and Extension Center (SVAREC) from 2000 to
2018, David Fiske was bound by his vocation to support research and
outreach related to forage and beef cattle production. But David
took his job to another level; in addition to facilitating university
research at SVAREC, the farm became for David a place to develop
and perfect many novel solutions to the everyday needs and
challenges facing Virginia beef producers.
From fencing and watering systems, to animal handling
facilities, to record‐keeping and decision aids, David shared a
practical, organized approach that many producers learned from.
His innovative use and documentation of a planned summer
stockpiling system to extend the grazing season is a prime example
of how he innovated simple, practical solutions to issues that affect
the beef producer’s bottom line. David’s career was long and ‐
distinguished. He served as an
Extension Agent in Nelson and
Augusta Counties, before moving
to Florida for a short time to
work as ranch manager for
Rollins Ranch, where he learned
and developed many ideas that
he would later put to work for
Virginia farmers.
In 2000 he returned to Virginia as the superintendent of the
Shenandoah Valley AREC, and also began serving on the Board of
Directors for the Virginia Forage and Grassland Council. He took over
as Treasurer of VFGC in 2006, and served in that role the rest of his
life. During his tenure on the Forage Council, David established many
new and innovative ways for VFGC to connect with Virginia farmers.
He was also a good steward of the organization’s finances, and left
VFGC in a strong position to continue to be a leader in Virginia’s
forage industry for many years to come.

Honoring David Fiske’s Years
of Service
The Virginia Forage and Grassland Council seeks your assistance in
honoring the life of David Fiske.

The David Fiske Innovator Scholarship Fund
will be used for scholarships, education, demonstration and other
activities related to the promotion and better understanding of
forages and the broader forage industry.

Give online by visiting: vaforages.org
or by mail:
Name: ____________________________
Phone_____________________________
E‐mail_____________________________
Address:___________________________
___________________________
Amount:___________________________

Please make checks payable to:
VFGC
David Fiske Innovator Scholarship Fund
3599 Indian Oak Road
Crewe, VA 23930

David was a recipient of many awards recognizing his
dedication to the well‐being of forage producers and their
support industries. His work was always a cooperative effort
partnering with individuals interested in improving forage
production and utilization.
His dedication to service and education was
recognized by the Virginia Forage and Grassland Council
(VFGC) when he was awarded the Harlan White Award. David
received a 2019 Alumni Award of Excellence from the Virginia
Tech Alumni Association. Most recently, the American Forage
and Grassland Council named the David A. Fiske Affiliate
Council of the Year Award.
David Fiske dedicated his life to Virginia’s forage
industry. It is now time for us, the recipients of these good
works, to commit a portion of the great gifts that David
bestowed upon us.
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Help us remember a man whose commitment to
developing and sharing practical innovations helped
improve farms across Virginia

